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Educating Lawyers- Carnegie and Best
Practices: Theory, Practlce and
Professionalism

&
\ EDUCATING
VLAWYERS

Recommendations include;

Organize sequential, logical,
and progressive program of
instruction

Focus instruction on goals of
practice

Recommendations include:

Merge theory, practice, and
professionalism

Make better use of the 2 M
and 3 " years of law school




CUNY Law/Court Collaborations:
Legal Education and Apprenticeship for
Social Justice Practice

1 Orientation i ncludes ol mag
component in collaboration with courts

1 Sequenced Curriculum, Lawyering Seminars 0
Simulated Practice, Court Partnerships

1+ Clinical Requirement 0 Supervised Practice for all
Students o National Leader

} Post- Graduate Apprenticeships and Court

I Collaborations 08 Launch Pad for Justice
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Images of Justice

rl'ncoming | aw students refl ec

1 Students then visit New York City Courthouses in small
groups to observe justice in action in various kinds of
courts

1 Students, faculty members, and a judge convene for a
group discussion of images, understandings, and
realities of justice to reflect upon as they begin their
law studies




Curricular Collaborations

1 Lawyering Seminars: Second year: Writing
from a Judici al Perspect
Seminar

1+ Second and Third Year Elective Offerings:
Access to Justice in Housing, Advanced
Family Law

1 Clinical Requirement for Every Third Year
Student

—



Writing from a Judicial Perspective

1 Course includes simulation exercises and writing
judicial decisions in a pending case

1 Course also includes short term placement with a
judge or court attorney during which students
engage in writing a draft decision

1 Placements are with numerous local courts,
Including: New York State Appellate Division,
Second Department, U.S. Second Circuit Court of
Appeal s, Brookl yn and Manh
Court, Family Court, NYC Office of Administrative
Trials and Hearings, and others
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Access to Justice
in Housing

1 Course is taught by the Hon. Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge for New York City Courts and for
Access to Justice Initiatives

} Course Is taught 1 n the Judgeods
permits

1 Course includes theoretical and doctrinal background,
practice pointers, and court visits in connection with
subjects covered, including housing, consumer debt, and
family court issues 0 the issues that are most pressing for
unrepresented litigants




Post-Graduate Apprenticeships and
Court Collaborations - Launch Pad for
Justice and Volunteer Lawyer for a Day




Volunteer Lawyer for a Day (VLFD)

1 VLFD was created in 2006 by the New York State
Courts to meet the immense unmet legal needs of
tenants who cannot afford representation

} Together VLFD and Launch Pad operate in both
New York County and Kings County

} VLFD allows volunteer attorneys, trained by the
Court, to provide ounbundl e
low - income New Yorkers

1 Unbundled Legal Services: when a lawyer provides
somefl butnotall i ofthe work involved in
traditional full - service representation. Clients
choose the legal assistance they need and perform
the remaining tasks on their own.
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Launch Pad for Justice

1 Inthe fall of 2009, in the first - of - its - kind collaboration in the
nation, the New York State Courts and CLRN piloted
LaunchPad for Justice, allowing recent CUNY Law grads to
participate in the Volunteer Lawyer for a Day program( VLFD).

This unique initiative:

Seeks to assist the 99% of tenants in New York The 2010
who are unrepresented in housing court. Launch Pad

Fellows
Provides much - needed legal representation to represented

low income New Yorkers. over 300
tenants!

Provides hands - on training in two of the
busiest courthouses in New York State.

Jump starts the careers of new CUNY Law
graduates.







